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This handbook is intended to guide students through a gender studies major or
minor at West Virginia Wesleyan College.
OVERVIEW
During the past several decades, the intellectual landscape of academia has been
transformed by the contributions of feminist theory, queer theory, critical race studies, and
postcolonial theory. Gender studies draws from all of these bodies of critical thought in
order to provide students with the intellectual and analytical tools to understand how power
functions in society. While gender is the primary lens of social analysis, Gender Studies
understands that it is impossible to understand the functioning of gender, race, sexuality,
ability, religion, and age as distinct categories operating apart from one another. Gender
Studies coursework includes scholarly research and creative works by and about people of
diverse backgrounds and identities in all fields of knowledge production.
Gender Studies at West Virginia Wesleyan College incorporates a continually evolving
curriculum of vibrant course offerings across a wide range of disciplines. The rigorous
approach to research within the interdisciplinary program of Gender Studies has resulted in
students formally representing the college at regional research conferences, successful job
placement, and successfully continuing to graduate school in diverse programs of graduate
study. Course work in Gender Studies focuses on events, movements, people, and politics
historical and contemporary; irreverent and sacred; creative and practical; canonical and
obscure.

Why should I major or minor in Gender Studies?

Gender Studies draws from many disciplines to strengthen students’ analytical and
intellectual abilities. A minor in Gender Studies provides students with skills to supplement
and expand those gained from their major area of study. Completing the Gender Studies
major prepares students to be competitive for graduate school or a career in multiple fields
by developing the skills crucial to successfully navigating work in advocacy, public policy,
law, the non-profit sector, and higher education. Because of the interdisciplinary nature of
the program, Gender Studies students are the consummate liberal arts scholars, with an
understanding of how a lens of analysis can be utilized by many disciplines. For this reason,
Gender Studies students are incredibly versatile and their course work speaks to the diverse
range of experiences provided by participation in the program. Many graduate programs
and employers consider this versatility a valuable asset in admissions and hiring.

Who do I contact for information about the program in Gender
Studies?
Jessica Scott, Coordinator of Gender Studies scott_j@wvwc.edu
Where is the Coordinator of Gender Studies office located?
Our office is located in Loar Hall, Room 22A, tel. x8360.
How do I sign up? Contact the Coordinator or stop by the Registrar’s office
to fill out the “tan card” to declare a Gender Studies Major/Minor. Any Gender
Studies faculty member can assist you with the process.

REQUIREMENTS FOR GENDER STUDIES MAJOR

33 semester hours, including GNST 150, 220, 360, 450; 9 hours selected from ENGL 275,
HIST 253; SOCI 220 and SOCI 248. 15 hours selected from ART 356, ENGL 276, GNST 388
Gender, Peace, Development HIST 251 U.S. Women’s History, HIST 252 Women’s Rights
Movement in America, HIST 388 Sexuality in American History, INDS 102 Gender: Examining
Cultural Conditioning, INDS 109 Women in Leadership or The Feminist Movement: Sixties to
Present, INDS 120 Introduction to Humanities: Gender or Intro to Humanities: Women in the
Arts, POLS 230, RELG 212, RELG 362, SOCI 114, SOCI 243. Gender-related topics courses may
also be approved.
(see checklist, pp. 8-9)

Description of Required Courses:
GNST 150. Introduction to Gender Studies. 1 hr.
Taking a multi-disciplinary approach, this course is meant to provide new minors
with a preliminary understanding of issues and topics pertinent to the field of
gender studies. This course is a requirement for all minors.
GNST 220. Understanding Gender. 3 hrs.
This course provides students with a foundational knowledge in developing and
utilizing gender as an analytical lens. The course involves an in-depth study of sex,
gender, and sexuality in order to develop the skills necessary for the successful
application of gender as analytical category for future research in Gender Studies.
Offered in alternating years.
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GNST 360. Theorizing Difference. 3 hrs.
This course is an advanced exploration of the critical theories that are central to the
study of gender. Drawing from feminist theory, queer theory, postcolonial theory,
and critical race studies, the course utilizes an intersectional approach to
understanding the way power is structured, in addition to exploring powerful
sources of resistance offered by each theoretical position. Offered in alternating
years.
INDS 450. Capstone Gender Studies Course. 2 hrs.
After fulfilling all other course requirements for the minor, the student will enroll in
the Capstone Gender Studies Course. This course will guide the student through the
process of writing the student’s capstone project. The project is meant to allow the
student to combine and apply the knowledge s/he has gained through the minor in a
unified, sustained project that is meant to extend the student’s knowledge of a
particular area of research. Prerequisites: Must have fulfilled (or must currently be
enrolled in classes that will finish requirements) course requirements for the Gender
Studies minor.

REQUIREMENTS FOR GENDER STUDIES MINOR
15 semester hours, including GNST 150, 450; 12 hours selected from ENGL 275, 276;
HIST 251, 252, 253 388; POLS 230; RELG 212; SOCI 220, 243, 248, 310, and designated
special topics courses. (see checklist, p. 10)
No more than 6 hours are to be completed in any one discipline.

Description of Required Courses:
GNST 150. Introduction to Gender Studies. 1 hr.
Taking a multi-disciplinary approach, this course is meant to provide new minors
with a preliminary understanding of issues and topics pertinent to the field of
gender studies. This course is a requirement for all minors.
INDS 450. Capstone Gender Studies Course. 2 hrs.
After fulfilling all other course requirements for the minor, the student will enroll in
the Capstone Gender Studies Course. This course will guide the student through the
process of writing the student’s capstone project. The project is meant to allow the
student to combine and apply the knowledge s/he has gained through the minor in a
unified, sustained project that is meant to extend the student’s knowledge of a
particular area of research. Prerequisites: Must have fulfilled (or must currently be
enrolled in classes that will finish requirements) course requirements for the Gender
Studies minor.
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Description of Elective Courses:
ART 356. Performance Art: Gender 3 hrs.
This course is designed as a survey of some of the origins, influences, theories, processes, and
manifestations of the intersection between performance art and gender.
ENGL 275. Images of Women in Literature ENGL 276. Gender and Literature. 3 hrs.
An exploration through literature and criticism of questions related to gender. Women’s Studies
(ENGL 275) will be offered along with courses that consider other issues related to gender (ENGL
276).
Prerequisite: ENGL 102. This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the
General Studies Curriculum.
ENGL 288. Feminist Theory 3 hrs.
A broad overview of feminist ideologies from the past 300 years of history covering four “units” of
readings based on themes central to feminist theories: foundational feminist thought; sex and the
body; women and work; and feminism as activism.
Prerequisite: ENGL 102. This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the
General Studies Curriculum.
GNST 388. Gender, Peace, Development. 3 hrs.
Considering women’s peace activism initiatives in the global regions of the Middle East and
Africa, this course will explore strategies employed in the areas of development and peacemaking, responses to violence and conflict, and theoretical frameworks for interventions of
peace in postcolonial contexts.
This course satisfies the International Cultural Studies requirement of the General Studies
Curriculum.
HIST 251. U.S. Women’s History. 3 hrs.
This course provides an overview of the economic, political, and social forces that have shaped
women’s experiences over four centuries. It explores the historical roles of women as sex objects,
wives, mothers, workers, patriots during times of war, and political activists.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the General Studies
curriculum.
HIST 252. Women’s Rights Movement in America. 3 hrs.
This course provides an overview of the feminist movement and its role in shaping the lives of
American women. It not only explores the history of the two waves of the women’s rights movement,
but the course also provides a forum to discuss modern feminist issues.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the General Studies
curriculum.
HIST 253. Motherhood in American History. 3 hrs.
This course traces the evolution of motherhood from the 17th century to the 21st century and exposes
the changing expectations of what it means to be a “good” mother in American society. The study of
motherhood reveals how women have adapted motherhood to the social and economic realities of
their lives and have struggled to define their own maternal standards.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the General Studies
curriculum.
HIST 388. Sexuality in American History. 3 hrs.
Exploration of the history of sexuality in the United States from the colonial period to the present.
The course examines historical changes in and the struggle over the meaning of sexuality and sexual
orientation in American society. It will also explore the relationship of gender, class, race and region
to the production of sexual experience and identity.
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INDS 120. Introduction to Humanities: Gender. 3 hrs.
or Introduction to Humanities: Women in the Arts. 3 hrs.
Exploration of major works in the arts and humanities recognized as perennially significant
expressions of human creativity and insight.
Either section listed above meets the requirements for a gender studies course.
Must be taken during the freshman or sophomore year. Prerequisite: ENGL 101.
POLS 230. Gender and Politics. 3 hrs.
An in-depth examination of the scholarship on gender and political leaders and political participants,
as well as an assessment of contemporary policy concerns that involve gender.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the General Studies
curriculum.
RELG 212. Issues in Feminist Theology. 3 hrs.
An introduction to recent studies in theology that will focus on the significance of the Gospel as read
in the context of American women’s experience.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the General Studies
curriculum.
SOCI 114. Intro to World Cultures. 3 hrs.
An introduction to the anthropological study of different cultures, including ways of
comparing and contrasting the structures of social relationships and belief systems that
operate in different cultural settings. It will include a cross-cultural examination of
variation in material culture, kinship, gender roles, marriage, religion, economic
organization, social and political organization, linguistics, and global social problems. The
expectation, as outlined in the course design is that students will grow as global citizens
and gain an appreciation for other cultures and countries, as well as their own.
This course satisfies the International Cultural Studies requirement for the General Studies
curriculum.
SOCI 220. Gender, Work, and Family. 3 hrs.
A study of the contemporary institution of the family. This course studies diverse family patterns,
structures, and functions, with emphasis on the nexus of family, work and gender.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement for the General Studies
curriculum.
SOCI 243. Race, Class and Power. 3 hrs.
An analysis of structured inequality in the United States including political, economic, and social
power structures, and the nature and extent of inequality (based on race, gender, class, ethnicity,
sexuality, etc.). Topics include: institutionalized forms of domination such as racism, classism,
sexism, and colonialism, as well as reactions to them.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement for the General Studies
curriculum.
SOCI 248. Sex and Gender. 3 hrs.
Investigation of social categories of sex and gender. Feminist, social constructionist,
phenomenological, ethnomethodological, sociobiological, and social psychological perspectives will
be explored. Focuses on the creation of gender and sexual identities, inequalities, cultural
expectations, and cultural representations of sex and gender.
This course satisfies the United States Cultural Studies requirement of the General Studies
curriculum.
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Special Topics courses as designated. Because Gender Studies deals with constantly evolving
interdisciplinary scholarship, many new and exciting courses are offered on a rotating basis. You can
find out which special topics courses count toward your Gender Studies Minor by asking any faculty
person teaching in Gender Studies.

GNST 450 CAPSTONE PROJECT
Thesis Supervisor

Students majoring or minoring in Gender Studies must enroll in the Gender Studies
Capstone Course, after having completed the other requirements for the major or minor (or
concurrently with the final required courses). This is a 2 credit seminar course which will
meet once per week throughout the semester, in order to give the students a venue to
explore their topics through the lens of feminist epistemology and to discuss the evolution of
their research. Each student will be assigned a Gender Studies faculty person who will read
her/his work. Ideally, the supervising reader is a faculty member with whom the student has
studied in the past and whose teaching and research expertise intersects with the student’s
intellectual interests and thesis topic. Students will have an opportunity at the end of their
junior year to list preferences for potential supervisors, and Coordinator of Gender Studies
will take these preferences into account when making the assignments.
Note: It is not always possible to match a student with an individual on her/his list due to
the particular nature of the thesis project or the availability of faculty.

Thesis
• The thesis should demonstrate familiarity with Gender Studies and other relevant scholarly
methods and theories in the use of sources and the conceptualization of the thesis topic.
• The thesis should be a rigorous and independent piece of research; it may entail research
on a little-studied problem or the reassessment of a familiar problem through a gender lens.
• The thesis is a text of approximately 15 pages. It should have accurate footnoting and a
bibliography. Students may use either footnotes or endnotes in a manner consistent with the
guidelines set forth in the particular discipline of study.
• The thesis cannot overlap with research conducted for a student’s major area of study.
• Examples of previous capstone project theses will be available from the Coordinator for
Gender Studies in order for current students to have access to examples of previously
successful work in Gender Studies at WVWC.

Timetable for Preparation and Writing of Thesis
• The student and thesis supervisor meet at the onset of the semester to establish an agreed
upon timetable.
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• A two-page thesis proposal outlining the topic of the thesis must be submitted to the
Coordinator of Gender Studies and the professor overseeing the student’s capstone project
by the end of the fourth week of classes. The proposal should have a title for the
proposed research and be accompanied by a preliminary bibliography.
• Based on feedback, any revisions to the proposal ought to be finalized by the end of the
fifth week of the term.
• By midterm, students should have produced a draft of the thesis and an annotated
bibliography under the guidance of the thesis supervisor. This thesis must be unique to any
other capstone requirements that the student may be fulfilling for their major. Drafts should
be submitted to the thesis supervisor for comment and discussion by the faculty member.
• A complete draft of the thesis must be submitted to the thesis supervisor by
the beginning of the 10th calendar week of the semester to ensure that the
supervisor has sufficient time to read and comment on the final draft for revision and that
the student has sufficient opportunity to revise and submit for grading and public
presentation.
• A forum featuring all capstone project students will be scheduled at the end of the semester
by the Coordinator of Gender Studies for public presentation of student research.
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West Virginia Wesleyan College

Gender Studies Major (GENST.BA)

Requirements Checklist
REQUIRED COURSES

Hrs.

Prereq.

Rec.Yr.

GNST 150

Intro to Gender

1

*

Soph

GNST 220

Understanding Gender

3

*

Soph/Jr

GNST 360

Theorizing Difference

3

Major/minor in

Sr

Gender Studies
^GNST 450

Senior Capstone

2

Sr

Three courses selected from:
ENGL 288

*Masculinities in Literature

3

THRE 288

Masculinities and Performance

3

ENGL 102
*

Soph/Jr
Soph-Sr

*Gender related topics course may also be approved

ENGL 275

Images of Women in Literature

3

GNST 288

*Queer Theory/Queer Lives

3

ENGL 102

Soph/Jr

*Gender related topics course may also be approved

HIST 253

Motherhood in America

3

*

Soph-Sr

SOCI 220

Gender, Work & Family

3

*

Soph/Jr

SOCI 248

Sex and Gender

3

ENGL major

Soph

23 hours
Five courses selected from approved gender offerings (one must be at the 200 level or above):
ART 356

Performance Art: Gender

3

Soph/Sr

COMM 288

Gender Communication

3

Soph/Sr

ENGL 276

Gender and Literature

3

EXSC 120

Women’s Wellness

3

Fr-Sr

GNST 388

Gender, Peace, Development

3

Soph/Sr

HIST 251

U.S. Women’s History

3

*

Soph-Sr

HIST 252

Women’s Rights Movement

3

*

Soph-Sr

HIST 388

Sexuality in American History

3

*

Soph-Sr
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ENGL 102

Soph

INDS 102

First Year Seminar/Gender

4

Placement in ENGL 102

INDS 109

First Yr Seminar/Women Leadership

4

*

Fr

INDS 109

First Yr Seminar/Sex and Gender

4

*

Fr

INDS 120

Intro to Humanities – Gender/Women

3

INDS 288

*Gender, Sexuality, Politics – Africa

3

ENGL-102

Fr

Fr

*

Soph-Sr

*

Soph-Sr

*Gender related topics course may also be approved

MUSC 288

*Women in Music: Historical Overview

3

*Gender related topics course may also be approved

POLS 230

Gender and Politics

3

*

Soph-Sr

RELG 212

Issues in Feminist Theology

3

*

Soph-Sr

COMM 288

*Gender Communication

3

*

Soph-Sr

*Gender related topics course may also be approved

RELG 362

Scripture and Sexuality

3

*

Jr-Sr

SOCI 114

World Cultures

3

*

Soph-Sr

SOCI 243

Race, Class and Power

3

*

Soph-Sr

__

33 total hours

^Satisfies advanced composition requirement.
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West Virginia Wesleyan College
Gender Studies Minor

Requirements Checklist

REQUIRED COURSES

completed

INDS 150 Introduction to Gender Studies

1 hr.

INDS 450 Capstone Gender Studies Course 2 hrs.
ELECTIVES

The remaining 12 hours may be selected from the following list.
No more than 6 hours may be completed in any one discipline.
COMM 288
ENGL 275
ENGL 276
ENGL 288
EXSC 120
GNST 388
HIST 251
HIST 252
HIST 253
HIST 388
INDS 102
INDS 109
INDS 109
INDS 109
INDS 109
INDS 120
INDS 120
INDS 288
INDS 288
MUSC 288
POLS 230
RELG 212
SOCI 114
SOCI 220
SOCI 243
SOCI 248
THRE 288

Gender Communication
3 hrs.
Images of Women in Literature
3 hrs.
Gender and Literature
3 hrs.
Masculinities
3 hrs.
Women’s Wellness
3 hrs.
Gender, Peace, Development
3 hrs.
U.S. Women’s History
3 hrs.
Women’s Rights Movement in America
3 hrs.
Motherhood in American History
3 hrs.
Sexuality in American History
3 hrs.
Gender: Examining Cultural Conditioning 3 hrs.
Women in Leadership
3 hrs.
The Feminist Movement: Sixties to Present 3 hrs.
Female Stereotypes…in Children’s Lit.
3 hrs.
Sex and Gender
3 hrs.
Introduction to Humanities: Gender
3 hrs.
Intro to Humanities: Women in the Arts
3 hrs.
Gender, Sexuality, Politics: African Contexts 3 hrs.
Queer Theory/Queer Lives
3 hrs.
Women in Music: an Historical Overview
3 hrs.
Gender and Politics
3 hrs.
Issues in Feminist Theology
3 hrs.
World Cultures
3 hrs.
Gender, Work and Family
3 hrs.
Race, Class and Power
3 hrs.
Sex and Gender
3 hrs.
Masculinities and Performance
3 hrs.

Special topics courses, as designated.
Total semester hours required to complete the minor
10

15 hrs.

fall or spring and year

West Virginia Wesleyan College
Gender Studies Faculty
Katharine Antolini

History/Sociology

antolini@wvwc.edu

x8029

Esther Barkat

Psychology

barkat_e@wvwc.edu

x8058

Ashley Lawson

English

lawson_a@wvwc.edu

x8241

Devon McNamara

English

mcnamara@wvwc.edu

x8243

Melody Meadows

Music

meadows@wwvc.edu

x8411

Tammie Hammon Moody Health Sciences

hammonmoody@wvwc.edu x8682

Ellen Mueller

Art

mueller_e@wvwc.edu

x8433

Debra Dean Murphy

Religion

murphy_d@wvwc.edu

x8362

Vicki Phillips

Religion

phillips_v@wvwc.edu

x8444

Beth Rogers

Library Liaison

rogers_e@wvwc.edu

x8013

Thomas Schoffler

Theatre

schoffler_t@wvwc.edu

x8810

Jessica Scott

Gender Studies

scott_j@wvwc.edu

x8360

Mandy Spivak

Music

spivak_m@wvwc.edu

x8760

Katherine Thweatt

Communication

thweatt_k@wvwc.edu

x8140
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West Virginia Wesleyan College
4 th Annual

GENDER STUDIES SYMPOSIUM
“GENDER AND RACIAL JUSTICE Now”

THURSDAY	
 

NOVEMBER	
 7,	
 2013	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 
at 7:00 p.m.
Loar Auditorium	
 
featuring

Meshea Poore
U.S. Congressional Candidate

Ethel Morgan Smith
West Virginia University
author of Reflections of the Other
Crystal Good
Affrilachian poet
This event is free and open to the public.
Reception to follow in Loar Memorial Room.

