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S

ince 1890, West Virginia Wesleyan
College has built a national
reputation steeped in a tradition of
excellence, where students are
challenged to:
• think critically and creatively,
• communicate effectively,
• act responsibly, and
• demonstrate their local and world
citizenship through service.

Wesleyan’s mission, which is grounded in the
values of The United Methodist Church, is
fulfilled through a distinctive approach known
as the Wesleyan experience. This describes our
intentional nurturing of a culture where students
learn face-to-face from a challenging, yet
supportive teaching faculty, and a rich

co-curricular program that fosters the
development of interpersonal, problem-solving,
and leadership skills with the inspiration to make
a difference in our society. Wesleyan graduates
are well prepared to be successful and respected
citizens in a rapidly changing world.

An Educational Leader

The Wesleyan experience has enabled West Virginia Wesleyan College to occupy a distinctive place
in the higher education landscape. The College’s strength and distinctiveness is widely recognized,
as indicated by the following accolades and profiles:
• A consistent first-tier regional college in U.S. News & World Report’s America’s Best College
Guide
• The only West Virginia school listed for four consecutive years in the “Great Schools at Great
Prices” classification in U.S. News & World Report’s America’s Best College’s Guide
• Annually listed as a “Best Southeastern School” by The Princeton Review
• Listed among the nation’s best baccalaureate colleges annually by The Washington Monthly
• Best West Virginia College in “The 100 Best U.S. Colleges and Universities by State” by
The BestSchools.org
• Named one of “8 Awesome Schools You Never Knew Existed” by College Magazine
• Consistently named a member of the President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll
• Twenty-four international scholarship winners in the past nine years including thirteen Fulbright
Scholars, which is more undergraduate recipients than any college or university in the state
• The most enrolled West Virginia PROMISE Scholars of any private school every year since the
program’s inception in 2002

Strengthening Wesleyan’s
Leadership Position
Building on its demonstrated and recognized strength,
Wesleyan now aspires to further enhance its position as an
educational leader. As President Pamela Balch ‘71 has noted,
“Wesleyan has
enjoyed great
success during the
last decade, thanks to
the strategic vision of
our Board of Trustees
and the dedicated
leadership from
administration, faculty
and staff. While we
are rightfully proud of
our accomplishments,
we cannot rest on our
laurels in this highly competitive marketplace. It is essential to
enhance our programs and facility to strive to remain affordable
to the next generation of students. In addition, we must persist
in attracting outstanding teachers and mentors to ensure our
students are provided the skills to succeed in this ever-changing
world.”
To that end, Wesleyan is undertaking an ambitious campaign
to fuel its progress. Enhancing Our Tradition, Empowering
Our Future: The Campaign for West Virginia Wesleyan
College aspires to build on Wesleyan’s rich tradition and core
values that will attract and retain students, faculty, and staff.
This represents a significant fundraising challenge, one that
will call on all who love the College and value its special
contribution to the higher education landscape to band
together in empowering the future of “Our Home Among the
Hills.”
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“W

est Virginia
Wesleyan is a very
special place, where for 125
years, students, faculty, and
staff have come together to live,
learn, work, and play. Much
has changed in the world
during those 125 years, and
the College has had to adapt
by improving and changing
infrastructure, providing
continued training and
education for faculty and staff,
and developing and enhancing
academic and co-curricular
programs to challenge and
educate the students who
attend Wesleyan. That is our
tradition. And we are asking
that you consider joining us
through your generous support,
so that current and future
generations can build upon and
benefit from our tradition.

”

$

Million Goal

Caroline Rapking ‘79
Campaign Chair

Enhancing Our Tradition, Empowering Our Future
Campaign Priorities
I. Capital Improvements
A beautiful 110-acre campus enables Wesleyan to deliver its long-standing tradition of academic
excellence and value-centered leadership. To ensure that Wesleyan remains relevant in the 21st
century and adequately address the needs of the next generation of students, we must work
together to restore our older buildings and continue to add new facilities.
Through contributions during the silent phase of the campaign, Wesleyan has added two
beautiful new buildings, Dunn Hall and the O’Roark Nordstrom Welcome Center. The College has
replaced roofs for Agnes Howard Hall, McCuskey Hall, the Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library, and Wesley
Chapel. We have also renovated classrooms in Christopher Hall of Science, Haymond Hall, LynchRaine Administration Building, and Martin Religious Center.
However, our work is far from complete. Modernizing the infrastructure of the campus
is a major objective of the campaign, and new dollars will allow us to address the replacement
of additional roofs, windows, HVAC systems, masonry, gutters, wiring and other technology
infrastructure, tile and carpet across the campus.
In addition, we want to advance efforts to refresh one of our most cherished assets—
Wesley Chapel. It is one of the most photographed architectural gems in the state of West
Virginia and the geographic center of our beautiful campus.
Wesleyan has the highest percentage of residential students of any college or university in West
Virginia. The warmth and openness of our community and picturesque campus are central to our
ability to attract the next generation of students. Changing expectations of students and their
families present constant challenges that require us to continually renovate our current
residence halls. The level of success Wesleyan enjoys in the future will be directly proportional to
our ability to provide attractive and safe learning and living environments.

II. Academic Programs and Faculty Support
Central to the academic excellence of Wesleyan are the dedicated teacher-scholars who
challenge, inspire, and support our students. The College strives to recruit, retain, and support the
best possible faculty. Campaign donations have established a faculty support fund for the
Thomas H. Albinson II School of Business, a new Teaching and Learning Center, Media Center,
and state-of-the-art science laboratory equipment.
Wesleyan must press on to pursue funds to support scholarly pursuits and student-faculty
collaborative learning. The College is seeking additional dollars to fund curriculum development,
faculty research, investments in information technology, science laboratory equipment, and other
academic and learning resources.

III. Endowed Scholarship Funds
Wesleyan has a rich history of providing an affordable high-quality educational experience to
students from a variety of socioeconomic backgrounds. Many Wesleyan alumni would not have
attended the College without the generous support of previous generations of graduates and
friends.
College tuition, affordability, and loan debt are nationally-discussed topics, and the pressure to
address the financial challenges that many of our students and families face has never been greater.
Endowed scholarships have and will continue to play a critical role in Wesleyan’s ability to recruit and
retain the next generation of students. Endowed funds enable bright, deserving students who are
well-suited for Wesleyan to attend regardless of their personal financial circumstances and do so in
perpetuity.

IV. Title III Endowment Match
In 2014, the U.S. Department of Education awarded Wesleyan a $10 million Title III grant under
the Strengthening Institutions Program. The purpose of the grant is to improve strategies for
student engagement and success which includes enrollment, retention, persistence, and graduation
rates for Wesleyan students, especially those who are first-generation college students and/or
Federal Pell Grant recipients. The award allows the College to improve student success through
additional staff and programs. It will help fund the renovation of classrooms that will include state-ofthe-art technology.
A key component of the grant is a $2 million dollar-for-dollar endowment match by the
federal government. The Title III Endowment Match will help Wesleyan increase its endowment by
$4 million and sustain the College for many years to come.

V. Athletic Facilities
Intercollegiate athletics has been a part of Wesleyan’s
culture since the founding of the school in 1890. Over 500
students currently participate in one of Wesleyan’s 21 athletic
teams, and three out of four Wesleyan students participate in
intramurals. Lessons learned and leadership skills developed
through athletic participation have been and continue to be
aligned with the mission of West Virginia Wesleyan College.
Campaign contributions have provided opportunities
to replace seating in the John D. Rockefeller IV Physical
Education Center, Ellis Baseball Field, and Culpepper
Soccer Stadium as well as replace the indoor tennis court in
Rockefeller Center.
Two major objectives of this Capital Campaign are the
transformation of Ross Field into a multi-purpose athletic
facility and the construction of a new tennis complex
adjacent to Culpepper Soccer Stadium.
Upon completion, the multi-purpose athletic facility will
accommodate men’s and women’s cross country, football,
women’s lacrosse, men’s and women’s soccer, men’s and
women’s track, the athletic marching band, and intramurals.
The multi-purpose athletic facility has two construction
phases:
• Phase I has a $1.5 million price tag and is well underway
with the installation of FieldTurf and a new Benyon eightlane Olympic-sized track. We have secured a portion
of the funding for the turf and track and are pursuing
donations to complete the funding of this phase.
• Phase II, which is estimated to cost $1 million, will begin
after funding goals are met for the turf and track. It
includes lighting, a new media center, concession stand,
public restrooms, and additional seating.
The $450,000 new tennis complex will consist of six courts,
seating area, lighting, public restrooms, and storage. The
courts will accommodate both men’s and women’s programs
and allow the College to host NCAA events as well as
regional West Virginia high school tennis matches. The four
courts in the Sam Ross Tennis Center will continue to be used
for recreational play and intramurals.

VI. Wesleyan Fund (Current Scholarships)
The Wesleyan Fund provides scholarship and financial aid. It preserves tradition, provides
access, and ensures the future. Unlike endowed funds, 100% of the money secured for the
Wesleyan Fund is immediately utilized to support students. The impact of these dollars is
significant and meaningful in a given year. An annual gift of any size to the Wesleyan Fund provides
scholarship assistance to the College’s most deserving students. Not only does the Wesleyan Fund
provide an opportunity for all alumni and friends to participate in this campaign but it also helps
students remain at Wesleyan and complete their path to the ultimate goal—graduation.

Ensuring West Virginia Wesleyan College’s Future
Like every great institution, West Virginia Wesleyan College must be able to adapt, grow, and
prepare for the future. Whether you attended Wesleyan or are a friend of the College, your support
makes you a partner in our mission to provide superior undergraduate and graduate programs in the
liberal arts, sciences, and professional programs within a dynamic learning environment.
We hope you will join in helping us secure funding to successfully reach our
six campaign priorities:
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.

Capital Improvements
Academic Programs and Faculty Support
Endowed Scholarship Funds
Title III Endowment Match
Athletic Facilities
Wesleyan Fund (Current Scholarships)

To learn more about how you can partner in
the success of the Enhancing Our Tradition,
Empowering Our Future Campaign,
contact the Advancement Office at
304-473-8600 or visit our website at

www.wvwc.edu/campaign

West Virginia Wesleyan College, Advancement Office,
59 College Avenue, Buckhannon, WV 26201
www.wvwc.edu

